a second term. The book is based on 15 years of research and travel as a journalist and human rights defender between Sabang in Aceh in the west and Merauke in West Papua in the east.
Founding President Sukarno used the slogan 'from Sabang to Merauke' when launching a campaign-ultimately successful-to seize West Papua in 1961. However, as Harsono points out, the expression should really be from Rondo Island (an unpopulated islet) to Sota (a remote border post on the Papua New Guinean boundary (p. 197 The establishment of a unitarian state 'naturally created the Centre', argues Harsono. 'Jakarta has been accumulating and controlling political, cultural, educational, economic, informational and ideological power. ' The closer a region to Jakarta, the better it will benefit from the Centre. Java is the closest to the Centre. The further a region is from the Centre, the more neglected it will be. West Papua, Aceh, East Timor and the Moluccas are among those furthest away from Jakarta. (p. 245) The centralised political system needed a 'long and complex bureaucracy' and this 'naturally created corruption', Harsono explains. 'Indonesia is frequently ranked as the most corrupt country in Asia. Political and Economic Risk Consultancy Ltd listed Indonesia as the most corrupt country in Asia in 2005. ' Harsono also notes how centralised power has helped a religious and ethnic majority that sees itself as 'justified to have privileges and to rule over the minorities'. The author cites the poet Leon Agasta as saying, 'They're the two most dangerous words in Indonesia: Islam and Java.' Muslim majority and Javanese dominance.
Harsono regards the Indonesian government's response to demands for West Papuan 'self-determination' as 'primarily military and repressive: viewing Papuan "separatists" as criminals, traitors and enemies of the Republic of Indonesia'. He describes this policy as a 'recipe for ongoing military operations to search for and destroy Papuan "separatists", a term that could be applied to a large, if not overwhelming, portion of the Papuan population'. He is highly critical of the military and its corrupt conduct.
The Indonesian military, having lost their previous power bases in East Timor and Aceh, ruthlessly maintain their control over West Papua, both as a power base and as considerable source of revenue. The Indonesian military involvement in legal businesses, such as mining and logging, and allegedly, illegal businesses, such as alcohol, prostitution, extortion and wildlife smuggling, provide significant funds for the military as an organisation and also for individual officers. In a separate emailed interview with me in response to a question about whether there was light at the end of the tunnel, Harsono replied: 'I do not want to sound pessimistic, but visiting dozens of sites of mass violence, seeing survivors and families who lost their loved ones, I just realised that mass killings took place all over Indonesia' (Personal communication, 15 April 2019) . 'It's not only about the 1965 massacres-despite them being the biggest of all-but also the Papuans, the Timorese, the Acehnese, the Madurese etc,' he argues. 'Basically all major islands in Indonesia, from Sumatra to Papua, have witnessed huge violence and none of them have been professionally understood. The truth of those mass killings has not been found yet.'
